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REHEARSAL. 


. Coward’s Anfwer to Ecclef. xu. 7. 
: He makes the Soa/ after Death to be Nothing, 


Yet Immortal, after a Manzer. 


4. His Objection of Wicked Souls Returning to God. 
gt OF making God a Miniftring Spirit to the Augels. 
6. He makes the Sow/s of Beafis and Men Return to God the fame way. 


q. His Cafe of God's Re-producing Bea/ts. 
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WEDNESDAY, 


May 14- 1707. 





“(1,) Country-man. E were upon 
tt) “4 VW Flefb and Spi- 
rit where we 


Broke of laft. I wou'd fain know what .Av- 
fer Dr. Coward gives to that Text Ecele/. 
sii. 7. Then fhal the Dujt return to the Earth 
4s it was, and she Spirit fhall Return unto God 
who gave it, SES ‘ 

Rehearfal: You have it in his Second 
Thoughts, p- 279+ iff. Edit. and of 2d. Edit. 
p.1§7- and in his Farther Thoughts, p» 33- 
Gt. And it is this, Fhat by the Spire re- 
turning unto God who gave it, is only meant, 
that when God takes away.the Life or Breath 
fa Man, the fame Power of Reviving Man a- 
qun Centers in the Almighty. 

Country2m. An Eafie and Natural Expofiti- 
on! Bue did not this Power always Center in 
the Almighty? Or did He Part with it, and 
Giveit away to any Body? What need o- 
therwife of its Returning to Him? But ifthe 
fime thing Returns that was Given, and that 
this Power is the. thing that is Meant by the 
Spirit which He gave to Aan, then He gave 
Man the Power of Reviving Man again. 

But do’s not the Power of Reviving the 
Dif, as well as the Spirit, belong to God? 
And then the Duf Returning to the Earth 
®it was, is as much Returning to Ged, that 
is, Centering this Power in God, as the Return 
of the Spirit. And more Vifibly fo too. For 
weSee the Returning of Flefh into Duff, But 
weSee not the Return of the Spirit to God. 

But what I want to know is not what the 
Spirit Of a Aan is with Relation to God, but 
what it is in its felf, or with Relation to 
Man, Now when a Man ies, what do’s 
De. Coward make of his Spirit? What do’s 
te fay Becomes of it? Or what is it after 
iMan’s Death ? 


(2.) Rehearf. He fays in his Farther 
Thoughts, p. 133. That it wholly Perifhes with the 
way, and cannot be. Immortal. 

Country-m. ME it wholly Perifhes, then it is 
ltbing. And fo Nothing Returns to God. 
hot this good Logick, Mafter ? 





Rehearf. 1 think: it is, Country-Man.- But 
Notwithftanding all this, he fays, That the 
Soul is Immortal, and do’s Remain after Death. 

Country-m. Hey Day! this is. about Ship. 
Come pray Iet’s hear how he makes this out, 
and Reconciles it with the former ? 


(3.) Rehearf. He fays in his Second Thoughts, 
1ft. Edit. p. 210. That Power which God ims 
planted in Material Man at his Creation, Cen= 
ters again in God. And then is it not Jm- 
mortal? Thus ({ays he) there is no Difficulty to 
Comprehend how the Spirits of the Fuft and of 
the Unjuft do Return to God that gave them, 
after Death, without any Derogation to God, or 
the Veracity of Religion. 7. 

Country-m. No Difficulty to Comprehend do’s 
he fay? I’m fure itis paft all the Comprehenfion 
of my Country-Underftanding, who mind no- 
thing but plain Sen/e, how the Power of God 
Centering in its felf, do’s Infer the Jumor- 
tality or Exiftence of that which wholly Peri- 

es! 

Rehearf. He fays, in the fame Place, Nay, 
in fome fenfe, even LIFE it felf (properly the 
SOUL of Man) may be faid to be Immortal, 
tho’ it Ceafe to be, in Refpett of Us, for a Time. 
Becanfe I call it a Power implanted by God, 
who only bath Immortality, in Matter or Mates 
rial Man, which Power, at the Point of Death, 
Reverts and Centers in God the Fountain of 
Life— And confequently the very» Notion of 
LIFE, fo Conter’d in God, muft infer Imeore 
tality. For our Life is Hid in God untill the 
Refurretlion—— Therefore I can fay, that the 
SOUL or LIFE is, in fome Manner, Inmmore- 
tal, but then the Nature of its Insmortality is 
quste Different from that which is, and may 
Properly and Striftly be Call'd fo. 

Counvry-m. Why, is not the Power that is 
Center’d in God Properly and Stridtly  Immore 
tal? Why then do’s he A4Gnce the Matter? 
Is he afraid to ftand by his Notion of the 
Immortality of the Soul? That he comes in 
with his, 12 fome Senfe, and In fome Manner. 
Is this what you call Logical Diftinftions 2 
That a Man can never {peak Plasnly, bet al- 

Nays 

























































ways with a Referve.. I underftand norte of 
thefe things, bue I am fure the Sout muft be 
either A4ortal or Immortal. And whena Man 
Dare not fpeak out, and fay one or rother; 
but with Je fome Senfe, and In fome Manner, 
and cannot tell what that Senfe or Manner 
is, you may Call hima Philofopher if you will, 
but Ihave another Name for him. 


(4..) Rebearf. But I muft tell you another 
Argument he has againft the Sow Returning 
to God, and that is p. 279. And he Infifts 
mainly upon it again in his Farther Thoughts, 
p» 34. and bids Us A4ind it. And it ‘is, 
That if Soxls Return to God, then the Souls of 
the Wicked Return too; And fays he, Second 
Thoughts, Pp» 279. It is the highe/t Derogation 
to that Almighty Ture Being, to Recerve Souls 
fo Defiled with Wickedue/s and Sin, even but for 
a Moment or the Twinkling of an Eye, as it 
wou'd be to Preferve them untill the Refurrettion 
to be then Fudged. 

Country-mge How are the Damn’d then Pre- 
ferv’d to that time to be Judged? When Souls 
Return to God after Death, it is to be Fucged. 
Some are Approved, and Plac’d in Happine/s ; 
others are Rejeéted, and Referv’d in Chains 
to the Fudgment of the Great Day. And 
what greater Derogation is it to the Purity 
of God to Behold thefe Sinners after their 
Death, than after their final Damnation, and 
for Ever after in Hell? 

But is ‘pot this in flat Contradiaion to 
what you fuft, now. Quoted out of his p. 
210. where he fays, There 1s no Difficulty 
to’ Comprehend hot the Spirits of the Fuft, and 
of the Unjuft, do Returnto God that gave them, 
after Death, without any Derogation to God. 
How comes it now chen, in his p. 279. to be 
fo Great a Derogation to God, and a Difficul- 
ty not to be Comprehendsd ? 


(5.) Rebearf: But he fays more p. 279. in 
Anfwer to its having been faid, that the 
Souls of the Wicked were Deliver’d by God 
to Evil Angels to be Punifhed, to which he 
Replys, This feems to make God a Miniftring 
Spirit to his Angels, which I think (ays he) 
both Abfurd and Impious, 

Countryem. He is, hard Driven indeed in 
Defence of his Notion! For when a Fudge 
Delivers a Malefattor to the Executioner to 
be Panifhed, is the Fudge a Servant or Mini- 
frer to the Executioner, or the Executioner to 
the Fudge? I am really Amaz’d how the 
Doftor fhow’d Stumble upon fuch very Silly 
Arguments, that Turn all Directly againtt 
Himfelf ! 


(6.) Rehearf. But you have not done with 
him yet. For in his Farther Thoughts, p. 35. 
in Reply to this fame Anfwer, That Souls 
Returning to God, did not Imply that they 
all Return’d into His Favours; but into His 
Hands or Power, to be Dis/pos’d of as He 





Re-produc’d when -He pleafes,’ 
Country-m. Do’s not this thew Plain} 
he thinks the Souls of Men whe as D; 
do Return t6 God no otherwife thay ‘ 


and Extingaifh alike. And his Nociy Of the 
Life its Centering in God, will ferve the 

as well as the other, and make them; 
mortal alike! 6 


(7.) Rebearf: But what if God fhou’d Re 
produce Beaffs that were Dead; as the Didig 
puts the Cafe. 

Country-m. fay the word Re-procuce ther 
is Abfurd. God may Preduce more Beafs 
but they wou’d not be thofe Beas thy 
were Dead, but other Bea/fs, and New Lines 
which were Given them, not the Live of 
thofe Dead Beajts,; which therefor woy 
not be Re-produc’d. And fo it wou'd bewith 
Men, if they had not a Spirit, which coy 
Live after the Death of the Body, and ty 
which the Body might be Re-United, ‘Ang 
to bring Aden down to the fame Condition 
of Brutes, as to their Spiritual Concerns is 
the whole Drift and Defign, at leaf the 
Plain Confequence of thefe Arguments the 
Doétor has Advanc’d. 

Rehearf. 1 have a fine Stroke to thew yan 
next time. Gird on your Armour Clof, 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


Acrifice the Divine Service, from the G 
venant of Grace, to the Confummation of 
the Myftery of Man’s Redemption. By } 
Scandret, Prieft of the Church of Engle; 
To which is prefix’d a Letter to the Auth, 
from the Reverend Mr. Charles Leflie ; Cha 
cellor of the Cathedral of Connor, in the Kiy. 
dom of Jreland. 
Emoirs of the Affairs of Scotland,cn- 
4 taining a full and Impartial Accut 
of the Revolution in that Kingdom, begmin 
1§67. Faithfully Publifh’d from an Authentick 
M S. By Her Majefty’sHiftoriograph er for the 
Kingdom of Scotland. 
Parallel between the Faith and Doétria 
of the prefent Quakers, and that of the 
Chiet Hereticks in all Ages of the Church 
And alfoa Parallel betwen Quakeri/m and Popy, 


N Anfwer to fome Queries, concernitg 
Schifm, Toleration, cc. In a, Letter 
to aFriend. _ 
The Reafonablenefs of a Toleration Et 
quired into, purely on Church Principles ia 
feveral Letters. 4, 
‘Sige eer (but I bope not) telling what will 
come of it, 2 parts, in anfwer to the Occ 

fional Letter. 
B Rr Wolf Stript of his Shepherds Cloathing 
in anfwer to a late Celebrated Book intitulé 





fhou’d think fic; And that this was no De- 








rogation to the Purity or Holinefs of God: 
To this fays the Dottor, Then certainly even 
the Beafts of the Field, and Fowls of the Air 
may be jaid to Return to God, when they Die, 


Moderation a Vertue. 
HE Eftablithment of the Church, 
Prefervation of the State. 


The Principles of the Diffenters concer hil 








Toleration and Occafional Conformity: 





London Printed and Sold by the Bookfellers of London and Weftminfter. 1707: 


becaufe they are in bis Power and Difpof “4 ‘ 
ey: 


Souls of Beafts? For he makes them all-D; 
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